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§51. Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son (John 4:46–54)

Introduction

The second sign recorded in the Gospel of John is the healing
of the royal official’s son . This miracle uniquely demonstrates
healing at a distance, as Jesus performed the work without ever
leaving the location of Cana in Galilee. Upon the official’s plea,
Jesus simply spoke the word, assuring him, "Go, your son will
live." The official believed Jesus and returned to his home in Ca-
pernaum, where he found that his son had recovered at the exact
moment Jesus had spoken.

Exposition

46. So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the
water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at
Capernaum.

The "royal official" mentioned in the Gospel account was most
likely a Jew serving King Herod. Despite his high governmen-
tal position, the official may have been familiar with the previous
"signs" (miracles) Jesus had performed, particularly the changing
of water into wine at Cana. This initial knowledge and probable
desperation over his son’s illness motivated him to travel from Ca-
pernaum to Cana specifically to seek out Jesus, signifying that his
belief was based on reports of Jesus’s divine power.

47. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he
went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he
was at the point of death.



The royal official’s request was not a casual one; the language
suggests he begged Jesus, indicating a persistent and desperate
plea. His urgency was due to the fact that his son was "close to
death". The official specifically requested that Jesus come down
from Cana, where He was, to his home in Capernaum, revealing
his belief that Jesus’s physical presence was necessary for the
healing to occur.

48. Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and won-
ders, you will by no means believe.”

Jesus’ initial response to the official may seem harsh, but it was
primarily directed at the larger Galilean audience who continually
sought "signs" (miracles with deeper, revelatory meaning) and
"wonders" (miracles that are merely sensational). While Jesus
accepted those who came to Him seeking help through miracles,
He was addressing their characteristic focus on the sensational
rather than the spiritual truth the signs conveyed: who He is. Je-
sus expects deep trust in His word, which is the essence of true
faith, viewing the dependency on spectacular displays as a lower
kind of belief.

49. The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies!”

The nobleman’s plea reveals his deep and desperate concern;
he does not attempt to defend his social status or argue with Je-
sus’s words. Instead, his entire focus is on the welfare of his son,
and he simply urges Jesus to act quickly before the child dies.
The father is so consumed with anxiety for his son that no other
consideration, or distraction, holds any weight for him.

50. Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.” So the man
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.

Jesus’ reply, "Go, your son will live," must have been entirely un-
expected, as the official had been urging Him to physically come



down to Capernaum, believing the Master’s presence was nec-
essary for a cure. This contrasts sharply with the centurion in
Matthew 8:5, who understood Jesus could heal with just a com-
mand. Jesus intentionally imposed a stiff test by offering the man
no sign, only His bare word. Recognizing this demand for faith,
the officer rose to the challenge: he believed what Jesus said and
went his way.

51. And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him,
saying, “Your son lives!”

As the official made his journey back to Capernaum, his slaves
or servants met him on the road with the good news that the child
was well. When the official inquired about the exact time of the
recovery, they stated that the fever had left him the previous day
at the seventh hour—the exact moment Jesus had spoken the
words: "Your son will live." The faithful report confirmed the truth
of Jesus’s distant cure.

52. Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they
said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.”

On inquiring when the boy "got better," the nobleman was given
a precise time for the recovery. This statement of the time—the
seventh hour—coincided exactly with the moment Jesus had told
the nobleman, "Your son will live." This precise timing confirmed
that the healing was the direct result of Jesus’s word spoken at a
distance.

53. So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus
said to him, “Your son lives.” And he himself believed, and his whole
household.

This account is the third time the Gospel emphasizes that the
boy "lives," highlighting the theme of life that Jesus gives. The
slaves’ report was sufficient to cause the nobleman and his entire
household to believe—a term used here in the profound sense of



becoming Christian. Previously, the man had only viewed Jesus
as a talented wonder-worker, but the entire "sign" pointed him
beyond that initial understanding. He plainly recognized the hand
of God in the distant healing, transforming his initial hope into a
greater, saving faith.

54. This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of
Judea into Galilee.

This incident is described as the second sign Jesus performed
after leaving Judea for Galilee, not the second sign overall, as
John has already noted other miracles. John clearly intends to
link this sign with the preceding miracle (water into wine), as both
occurred after a Judean visit and demonstrate divine power, yet
they show a clear progression. The first was a mighty transfor-
mation in things (water into wine) where Jesus was physically
present; the second is a healing at a distance where life is given
to a boy who was practically dead.

Application

1. Meaning of signs: It points to the deity of Christ primarily and then
only to the need of the individual.

2. Shallow faith: Lord is not happy with shallow faith - going to the Lord
for spectacular works.

3. Take Jesus’ words: Genuine faith take the word of Jesus and act
based on that.

4. Growing Faith: The noble man had some faith; hence he went to
Cana. They he returned believing in the word of Jesus. However, after
he knew his son was healed, his faith grew. So is also our faith should
be growing one.

5. Contagious faith: Genuine faith is contagious in the sense that his
household also believed. So is also, our faith should produce faith in
others as well.


